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The Word Shall Stand 


SWADDLING CLOTHES FOR THE CHRIST 


You promised last month that you 
would come back to the question 
of what the great message of the 
Bible is. Could you now first of all 
fell me, in just a few words, what 
God wants to bring us in His Word? 

This question can actually be 
answered truthfully and accurately in 
just one word, and that one word is: 
Christ. The very first chapter of 
Genesis, after describing how God 
made all things, including man, and 
how Adam and Eve fell from the 
perfection and holiness in which they 
had been created,tells how God prom- 
ised to send a Deliverer, the woman’s 
“seed”, who would “bruise the head” 
of, or conquer, Satan. In the very 
last verses of the last chapter of Rev- 
elation we have the Lord Jesus Him- 
celf saying : “Yes,I am coming soon”. 
(He is referring, of course, to His 
coming for judgment.) All that lies 
between these first chapters of 
Genesis and this last chapter of Rev- 
elation has just one great burden: 
Christ. As Dr. Luther once said, the 
Holy Scriptures are “the swaddling 
clothes and the manger in which 
Christ lies”.. In another place he 
said: “The entire Scripture is 
throughout nothing but Christ,God’s 
Son and Mary’s Son.” 

I can well understand that, as far 
as the New Testament is concerned. 

Strange as it may seem, there are 
in fact many who would make even 
of the New Testament not much 
more than a set of rules and regula- 
tions and of Christ some kind of 
super-legislator, whose laws, though 
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they may in some respects be of © 
higher quality than those found an 
where else, are still basically of th 
same kind. But actually, if there | 
one thing you cannot do with th 
New Testament, it is to make it” 
kind of a glorified moral code. * 
has an infinitely higher purpose : — 
tells of the fulfilment of God’s pl 
for the deliverance of the world frou 
the bondage of sin and death a 
Satan and hell by the sending of Hi 
own Son, the Messiah promised ~ 
the Old Testament. “Christ Jess 
came into the world to save sinners 
“The blood of Jesus Christ, G 
Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” If w 
were giving to the New Testament 
formal and fitting title, this wou! 
have to be it. Foolishness? Of cour: 
But it is the highest wisdom of th 
all-knowing and all-wise One Hiv 
self. 

But what about the Old Test 
ment? Would you say that the o» 
great burden also of its message 
Christ? 

Certainly. It has been well saic 
“He who does not find Christ in t! 
Old Testament does not even beg» 
to understand the Old Testamer 
You cannot find eternal life in t! 
Old Testament, unless you fiz 
Christ in it”. 

While I must admit that I have 
studied the Old Testament all t 
closely, I don’t quite see how y 
can say that there is so much 
Christ in it. 

The Old Testament is, in fact, fx 
of Christ and everywhere proclaim 
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thrist. The first few chapters of 
renesis tell of the Creation, the 
oming of sin into the world, and the 
romise of the Saviour. Then you 
ave a number of chapters which, 
ll, in the very briefest way, some- 
ning of the history of the human 
ace, including the flood. Then 
ymes Abraham. Abraham was 
hosen and set aside by God as the 
ather of His coming chosen race, 
ve race from which the promised 
‘Javiour was to come. To Abraham 
the promise was made : “In thy seed 
jall all the nations of the earth be 
“essed”. Virtually the whole of the 
Yd Testament is one wonderful 
cory of how God was determined to 
arry out this promise, despite the 
ict that the Jewish people as a 
whole often resisted and_ rejected 
that He had planned for them. It 
nows how God, in the course of 
qpeit long history before the coming 
i f the Messiah, raised up leaders and 
prophets for them, kept them from 
isappearing as a race by being ab- 
brbed into the nations surrounding 
yem, and brought them at last to 
ye point where the Messiah was 
ctually to come. From time to time 
tod through His prophets revealed 
ll kinds of things to His people 
bout the Christ, about His coming, 
is person, His work, His humilia- 
on and exaltation, His kingdom, 
Te also, despite the many occasions 
* general unbelief and apostasy 
tmongst His people, always pre- 
srved some amongst them—at times 
ery few—who did not turn their 
‘lacks on Him and did not. despise 
je promise of the Messiah that He 
jad made to their father Abraham. 
And when the time had fully come, 
fod sent forth His Son, born of a 
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woman, born under the law, to re- 
deem those who were under the law, 
so that we might receive adoption 
as sons.” 


I was present recently at the 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of England held in Cardiff. 
One thing that struck me was that 
all the plans and activities of the 
Church seemed to be judged accord-_ 
ing to their usefulness and helpful- 
ness in the spreading of the Gospel 
of the forgiveness of sins through 
God’s mercy in Christ. There seems 
to be some connection between this 
fact and what we have just been 
discussing. 


I am glad that you received that 
impression at the Synod. We are 
very much conscious of the wonder- 
ful privilege our heavenly Father is 
bestowing. upon us in, using us, 
unworthy though we are, in the great, 
work of proclaiming His Word to 
those who do not know Christ. ‘The 
connection which you suggest is 
certainly a real one. If the great; 
message of both the Old and New 
Testament Scriptures is Christ—and 
we firmly believe that it is—then our 
message to men can be nothing else. 
Jesus tells us that the Scriptures bear 
witness of Himself. See John 5 :39 ff. 
He was speaking of the Old Testa- 
ment. What he said was certainly 
not less true of the New Testament. 
If we are not going to make the’ 
proclamation of the Gospel of Christ, 
the Son of God and the only Saviour 
of all men from sin and death and 
hell, the be-all and end-all of our 
existence as a church, then we had 
better close our doors and get out of 
business. 


W. P. BorGas. 
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As I saw it 


The Cardiff Synod 
MAY 24—25, 1963 


by Warren Fanning, East Kilbride, 


We spent thirty-four hours in Car- 
diff altogether, and two-thirds of this 
time was spent under the concrete 
canopies of our Cardiff Lutheran 
Church. Excitement had been mount- 
ing in the hours preceding arrival, 
reaching a pitch in the opening ser- 
vice; and then, towards the final 
hours of Saturday it went even high- 
er as we all stood in adoration and 
thanksgiving to our Triune God, 
singing the words of “A Mighty 
Fortress”. 

If a Church resembles an orches- 
tra, then a Synod is major symphony. 
The Cardiff Synod was just that, as 


RESPONSIBILITY 


it reflected the mood of our E.L.C.E. 
Unfinished sy mphony, to be sure, for 
each congregation must now conduct 
its own postlude. May these melodies 
linger on. 

The general impressions of our Car- 
diff Synod, to me, are two: 


1, THE WEIGHT OF RESPONSIBILITY 


The church was assembled for 
business reasons. Everyone there 
seemed to know it. There came a 
fuller realization of the “business 
end” of church life. There came a 
fuller realization of our commit- 
ments: the reviewed vision of the 
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Master Plan and the confident outle 
it calls for; the seriousness of inte 
that sister churches have for us (the. 
eyes are on us and their hearts af: 
with us) as greetings from all corne 
of the globe were read; the dealin 
with tasks and duties that rest wi 
our church year after year — duty} 
of elders, of teachers, of parents a3 

pastors, of programme and commif 
tee people —all these duties whi 
must be carried out faithfully ay 
responsibly as our church operat§.. 
with the vigour and_ vitality 
receives from our victorious Lord ay 


King. 
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WITH RESOURC} 


There were many items and §& 
ports that brought joy to the grou 
On the other hand, there were rhe. 
ports of weaknesses. And, as orf — 
church gets to know its strengths ay§i 
weaknesses, we acquire wisdom. Th§\ 
wisdom was certainly expressed 
dealing with the proposed forei 
mission field (following a very. 
done report by Pastor Winger) whe : 
we agreed that we must act urgent] 
and yet with sobriety, being sure 
what all is involved. 

The responsibilities involved in b& 
ing in and being connected with a 
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L.C.E. were not just felt in the 
nsiness session alone. During the 
reaks for meals and tea (and those 
ies really did a good job) the tone 
business carried on. Small talk 
dn’t last too long, somehow. Here 
bu saw the veterans of past synods 
‘king the pulses, as it were, of those 
sting down with them, drawing in- 
rest to this or that item which had 
14en on the floor, or which would be 
the next session. ‘There were recent 
sibrollees from various of our 
L.C.E. instruction classes, people 
10 were really impressed by it all, 
Wad whose hearts and minds were 
\itWlled with dozens of questions. Then 
‘ibmeone from behind would tap you 
tin the shoulder and ask: “Where 
ile you from, and how are things?” 
‘timd you’d do your best to cram 
vilvelve months into the three remain- 
‘hg minutes, closing off with “You'll 
ve to get the rest from my report 
his evening”. And then back into 
sssion. And each time back in session 
ou saw the picture getting bigger, 
( d the responsibility becoming 

veightier. 
But that is certainly not the whole 
fory of the Cardiff Synod. There is 
t another impression, another 


THE WEIGHT OF GLORY 

Not really until heaven will the 
ll “weight of glory” (II Cor. 4: 17) 
Je felt, But we had a good sample of 
hat sensation of sublimity, begin- 
ing already when we sang ‘Thomas 
elly’s words in the Ascensiontide 
“yymn : 


is ay 


The head that once was crowned 
with thorns 
Is crowned with glory now |” 
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And you felt like you were sharing 
in Christ’s exalted session. 

The letters of greeting, the prayers 
of the laymen, the sermons of the 
preachers, the topic of the essayist 
Pastor Borgas, and the hymns by all, 
breathed the Word of the only-begot- 
ten of the Father whose glory we be- 
held. No reference here to a vague 
“Providence” or “Deity”, or to a 
nebulous or obscure “Divine Being,” 
but pointed ascription to our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, the God- 
made-man for the salvation of all 
men, the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords. You knew you were attend- 
ing a Lutheran Synod, ‘To God alone 
all glory. But we Lutherans felt that 
glory. 

And we learned again of His 
Power — the Power which He has 
given to us, by His Holy Spirit, in 
His Word of grace and truth and 
reconciliation, Our chairman re+ 
minded us, in his closing sermon, 
that the forgiveness of sins is the only 
product the Ghurch has to offer (or 
to hold back). And with this product , 
of power rests our glory. All of our 
business and task and_ responsibility 
could only be seen properly when set 
alongside the forgiveness of — sins, 
Here, through God’s great and rich 
mercy in Christ, we find the glorious 
freedom that is the very means and 
resource for considering and carry> 
ing the weight of our responsibilities. 
Without that product a synod is for 
nought. But all of us were assured, in 
those two days, that we have that 
product — as sure as God’s Word 
reminds us that He is our Ged, and 
we His people, through Christ our 
Lord. 

Youre not really the same person 
after a Synod like that one ! 
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N@WS from the Cardiff Synod 


* Welcome by Cardiff U.P. 


Mr. George Thomas, Member of Parliament for Cardiff West, welcom 
the 25 delegates, one pastor and one layman, from each congregation an 
mission to the capital city of Wales. A prominent Christian himself, My 
Thomas was at one time Vice-Chairman of the Methodist Conference, t 
highest position a layman can hold in the Methodist Church in the Unit 
Kingdom. He pointed to the open Bible as the only answer to the growi 
materialism of today. 


* Greetings from Overseas 
Letters and cablegrams assuring prayer and support were received from siste 
churches in France, Denmark, Germany, the United States, Canada 
Panama, India, Australia, New Zealand, and Hong Kong. On the secon 
day of the Synod, Pastor Frederick Arlt of Birmingham brought greeting 
from the Polish Lutheran Church in Great Britain. 


* Elections 


Dr. Norman Nagel and Mr. E. C. Lutz were re-elected for terms of thre 
years as Vice-Chairman and Councillor respectively. To the Church Extem 
sion Fund Committee, Pastor Norman Heintz and Mr. Reginald Mead wer 
re-elected for three years, Mr. Jack Hardie and Mr. Ian Stewart for tw 
years, and Mr. John Dunsbier for one year. Mr. Kenneth Lawton and M» 
Peter Kerley were voted to the Master Plan Committee. Elected to th 
Board for Youth were Pastor Warren Fanning for three years,Mr. Eri 
Hinckley for two years, Mr. David Stevens for one year. All members © 
the Board for Lutheran Agencies were voted in for another term: Paste 
W. P. Borgas, Mr. Edward Chown, Mr. A. W. Jeynes, Mr. E. Barke» 
Mr. G. Humphreys. 


* ELCE Foreign Mission Field 


The Synod accepted the Committee recommendation that “the ELCE ca 
and should have a permanent foreign mission field” and “that this field kp 
Swaziland”; instructed the Committee to take the necessary steps towar} 
an E.L.C.E. mission in Swaziland in association with the French Luthera 
Free Church and the Bleckmar Mission; and asked that agreements mac} 
by the Committee be submitted to all E.L.C.E. congregations for conside* 
ation, and to the 1964 Synod for final ratification. 


* Ministry of Elders 


After deleting the clause “the elder to report regularly on such visits 
the pastor and/or to the Voters’ Assembly” and expressing some doult 
whether the term “spiritual father’ may be used of an elder, the Syne 
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assed Resolution 6, encouraging “each congregation to adopt a ministry 
f elders whereby each congregation divides its members into groups of ten 
or so families, each group with an elder as spiritual father and counsellor”. 


Sunday School Teachers’ Conventions 


\qarlow Lutheran Church offered to host the 1964 Sunday School Teachers’ 
Sonvention after the Synod had accepted the report of Mr. John Waters 
lind the recommendation that such meetings be held annually. 


1964 Synod at Ruislip 
e Synod accepted the invitation of 


St. Andrews Lutheran Church to hold 


‘he Tenth Annual Synod at Ruislip, Middlesex. 


"South Wales Echo, Thursday, May 23, 1963 
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(ithe baby was 10 days old—will get used 

-o the idea that Sophia is no longer there. 
After all, this was her fourth foster 

shild in three months, Mrs. Brammeier is 

“he wife of the Rev. Marvin Brammeier, 

bastor of the Lutheran Ghurch, at Fair- 

aiwater, Cardiff. 

‘This American couple, who came from 

yilllinois ten years ago, already have four 

MN hildren—_and a fifth is expected in Sep- 

; hae 

“Tt was only when her doctor told her 

(that if she persisted as a foster mother 
during her pregnancy her health might 
prevent her fostering children in the 
future that Mrs. Brammeier reluctantly let 
Sophia go to another home. 

( (Terrible wrench 

i) «=“She was completely helpless when I 

ad her. She weighed only 5 lb. Hersun- 


Hh es 5 3 
“}married mother did not want her. When 


First Synod Outside England 

the first in the history of the E.L.CE. to be held 
}utside England. For the first time, too, Scotland was represented — by two 
(delegates from the new mission at East Kilbride 


CHILDREN OF HER OWN she’s also a busy foster mother 


she left she had gained 3 lb. in weight. It 
was a terrible wrench to part with her,”’ 
she said. 

It was an advertisement in the Echo 
which sparked off Mrs. Brammeier’s 
interest in becoming a foster mother. 
Then an appeal for foster parents was 
made on television. 

“One day our son David, aged nine, 
said, ‘Why can’t we have a boy or gitl 
like that’,” broke in the pastor. “We had 
to allot a time limit to each one when 
they wanted to nurse the babies.” 

The Brammeier’s other three children 
are Lois, aged eight, Becky, aged seven, 
and Philip aged four. The other occupant 
of the house is 22-years-old Joanna Phil- 
lipakis, a Greek student taking a course in 
Cardiff. 

“When we first became interested I 
telephoned the corporation and it was a 
long time before they sent someone out to 
see me,” said Mrs. Brammeier. “By then 
I was expecting a baby myself but they 
asked if I could take a seven-year-old boy 
whose mother was in hospital. 
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The Cardiff Synod in the News 


“TI was also asked to take his two-year- 
old sister and I had these with me for 
10 days. They were wonderful. 


Great need 

“Then I had a seven-month-old girl, 
Michelle. She was with us for five weeks 
and left just before Easter. They said they 
would give us a rest for a bit but soon 
we were given 10-day-old Sophia.” 

In a year or so Mrs. Brammeier will 
think about becoming a foster mother 
again. ‘“The need for foster parents is 
overwhelming,” she said. 


This weekend will be a busy time for 
the pastor and his wife. The annual 
synod for England and Wales will be held 
at the Lutheran Church in Fairwater and 
representatives will be coming from all 
over the country. 


The church was dedicated only in 1961 
before that Mr. Brammeier held services 
in the front rooms of houses. Mr. George 
Thomas, M.P. for Cardiff West, will be 
giving the opening address at the synod. 


“As we had to part with Sophia it’s 
just as well she went when she did,” said 
Mrs. Brammeier. “I’m coping with the 
catering for nearly 100 this weekend. 
And little Sophia wouldn’t have had her 
usual amount of attention.” 


Western Mail, 
Thursday, May 23, 1963 


CHURCH IS HOST TO 
LUTHERANS 


The Lutheran Church, Fairwater, Car- 
diff, dedicated in 1961, will be visited by 
more than 70 Lutherans from all over 
Britain for the ninth Synod of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of England to- 
morrow—the first time the synod has 
been held’ in Wales. 


From wide area 

The minister of the Cardiff church, the 
Rev. Marvin Brammeier, said yesterday, 
“We expect about 75 delegates and 
visitors from Lutheran churches as far 
apart as Plymouth and East Kilbride, 
Scotland. 
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“The whole Lutheran Church’ i 
Britain is at least 40,000 strong, but th 
number includes large national group 
such as Estonians, Latvians and Ge 
mans.” 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church ¢ 
England was founded in London in 189¢ 
but the Lutheran faith, as a denominz 
tion in the British Isles, goes back t 
1669 when Charles II, by his roya 
charter, permitted the establishment c 
the first Lutheran Church in London. 


Western Mail, 
Saturday, May 25, 1963 


PLAN FOR A MINISTRY O 
ELDERS 


Plans to adopt a ministry of elders— 
dividing congregations into family grouy 
under the care of laymen—is one of th 
major proposals being discussed by tli 
ninth annual synod of the Evangelic: 
Lutheran Church of England, meeting | 
Wales for the first time. ay: 

The synod, attended by 50 represent: 
tives of English Lutheran churches @ 
over Britain was welcomed to Card 
Lutheran Church, Fairwater, yesterd 
by Mr. George Thomas, Labour M.P. fe 
Cardiff West. 

“There is a growing need in our co: 
gregations for spiritual support for paste 
from laymen,” said the Rev. Marv: 
Brammeier, minister of the host chure 


Spiritual welfare 
By dividing congregations of t? 
Church’s eleven branches in Britain ini 
family groups of about ten people, ar 
appointing an elder as “father,” it 
planned to assist the pastor and foster t” 
“spiritual welfare” of members. 

“Rach elder will pay regular visits 
the homes of his family, helping a» 
giving advice, and will report back to I 
pastor,” said Mr, Brammeier. 

Other proposals to be discussed befcs 
the synod ends today include schemes f 
improving Sunday school teaching ai 
plans for increasing membership az 
financial support by fifteen- per cer 
during the next year.’ 
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